Statement from Phil Woolas MP on Wind  Farms in Castleshaw

Cllr Ken Hulme

Saddleworth Parish Council

23rd October 2003

Dear Ken

I am writing to apologise for not being able to attend this important meeting this evening.

Nevertheless, I would like to reassure you of my commitment to your opposition to this issue and to assure you of my support.

I feel our opposition to the wind farm is important for three main reasons.

Firstly, the Government’s policy on wind turbines is not to have them placed near to people’s dwellings or workplaces, but to situate them off-shore where they cause no eyesore and work much more effectively.

Secondly, I in much greater favour of solar panelling as a method of power generation for areas such as Saddleworth.  Indeed, there are already a number of houses in Diggle and the surrounding areas which have solar panelling, generating not merely enough power to supply their own houses, but producing additional power which can be sold back to the National Grid.

Thirdly, and simply, I would prefer that there were not any wind farms in Saddleworth.

I do believe that alternative energy sources are important, and that it is crucial that we begin to look at how we can employ these sources.  However, within that belief, there has to be balance which allows that appropriate alternative resources be employed in different areas.  In Saddleworth, I believe solar energy is appropriate.  Wind farms are not.

I apologise once again for not being able to attend this evening, but look forward to seeing you on Sunday.

Yours sincerely

PHIL WOOLAS MP

Oldham East and Saddleworth

