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Phil  Woolas & Chris Davies to champion case against Wind Turbines in Saddleworth

Local MP for Oldham East & Saddleworth Phil Woolas and North West MEP Chris Davies have joined  forces to champion the cause of local residents at a public debate on the issue of siting wind turbines in some of the most beautiful locations in Saddleworth. United Utilities who are proposing to site 9 giant wind turbines in the Castleshaw Valley and on the hillside above Denshaw village have accepted a challenge from local Saddleworth Parish Councillor Ken Hulme to participate in a public debate on their proposals. Cllr Ken Hulme commented:

‘I was approached by a United Utilities representative at their presentation at Denshaw School last week and told they had accepted my challenge to a public debate. I have waited over a week for them to offer suitable dates for a debate so now I have gone ahead and booked Saddleworth Civic Hall for the evening of Friday November 14th. I will be inviting United Utilities to nominate a couple of speakers to argue their case at the meeting  , Phil Woolas  and Chris Davies have agreed to be our platform speakers arguing the case against siting wind turbines in Saddleworth.

We expect hundreds to attend the meeting and not just from Saddleworth. Not only do thousands of  Oldham residents regular come to walk, ride and enjoy our fabulous scenery but

it has  become apparent that the siting of wind turbines is now an issue all over the borough. Oldham Council have just published on the internet as part of the second draft for the new Unitary Development Plan ,which guides planning decisions, a search map for the areas in which Oldham Council apparently wish to encourage applications to site wind turbines.

It’s appropriate that they have issued this search map just before Halloween. It makes chilling reading for anyone who values our local countryside. Amongst the areas Oldham have designated are: Dovestones  and Indian Head, hillside adjacent to Pots & Pans and most of the hillside around Uppermill, the open land around Springhead and Scouthead while Delph and Denshaw are virtually surrounded by potential wind farms sites. Crompton Moor is seen as a prime target as is Tandle Hill in Royton. I urge everyone who values our opens spaces in the Borough to log on to Oldham Council’s website or look at the new draft of the Unitary Development Plan in local libraries to see for themselves. But be prepared for a shock !
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